
Henry Rosovsky (4th row from the bottom, 4th from the left) in the first grade in 1934. He was born in the Free City of Danzig (now 
Gdańsk) and went to a school set up by the Jewish community there, as the Nazi regime had barred Jewish children from attending 
regular public schools. Rosovsky’s elder brother, Alex, attended boarding school in England and was reunited with the family in 
Brussels in the midst of a refugee journey that took the Rosovskys through France, Spain, and Portugal and, finally, in 1940 to New York.

By late 1945, Rosovsky was back in Europe, 
serving in the Counterintelligence Corps of the 
U.S. Army (alongside future Harvard colleague 
Henry Kissinger). Fluent in English, Russian, 
French, and German, Rosovsky initially served as 
liaison between the Vice Squad of the American 
Army Military Police and the local police force in 
Paris, and then was recruited to interrogate and 
investigate German prisoners and persons of interest.

Following his return from 
military service in Europe, 
Rosovsky completed an 
undergraduate degree in 
Economics at the College 
of William and Mary in 1949. 
Under the G.I. Bill, he enrolled in 
the Ph.D. program at Harvard, 
but was recalled to the Army 
in 1950 at the outbreak of the 
Korean War. He served a year 
in Korea as an Order of Battle 
Officer, responsible for enemy 
unit identification, and a year 
in Japan, where he operated a 
radio listening post monitoring 
Russian programming (and 
was almost court-martialed for 
transmitting musical requests 
to a classical station. Rosovsky 
returned to Harvard in 1952 as 
a Junior Fellow in the Society of 
Fellows, specializing in Japanese 
economic history. He was later 
awarded Japan’s Order of the 
Sacred Treasure and became 
a founding advisor to the 
Asian University for Women.

Rosovsky married Nitza Brown in 1956.  A member 
of the seventh generation of her family to reside in 
Jerusalem and its environs, Nitza authored a book 
on walking in Jerusalem, co-authored a guide book 
to Israel’s museums, wrote a memoir, In the Land 
of Israel, and curated an exhibit on “The Jewish 
Experience at Harvard and Radcliffe” at Harvard’s 
Semitic Museum for Harvard’s 350th anniversary 
in 1986. The catalog of that exhibit, re-published in 
2017 by Harvard Hillel, is the essential volume on 
the formative chapters of Jewish life at Harvard.

Rosovsky in Japan in 1956, where he and 
Nitza lived from 1956 to 1958, where he 
wrote his doctoral thesis, and where Leah, 
the first of their three children, was born.

Rosovsky joined the faculty of University of California, Berkeley, in 1958.  His and Nitza’s children 
Judy and Michael were born in California. Rosovsky returned to Harvard in 1965, serving as 
Professor of Economics, later Chair of the Department, then Dean of the Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences from 1973 to 1984, and 1990 to 1991, and twice Acting President of the University.

Rosovsky and President Derek Bok endure an obligatory oration in the Yard. As Dean, 
Rosovsky reformed Harvard’s undergraduate curriculum, a controversial move later 
emulated by many colleges. He also chaired a Committee on African and African American 
Studies, leading a broad-reaching diversification of cultural studies in the University.

Dean Rosovsky conducts the Harvard Band at a 
1980 football game against his undergraduate alma 
mater William and Mary. The Crimson won 24–13.

As Dean, Rosovsky represented Harvard far and 
wide and hosted many prominent visitors to the 
University. Pictured is Rosovsky with the Prince of 
Wales, with Israeli Prime Ministers Menachem Begin 
and Yitzchak Rabin, and with King Hussein of Jordan.

Rosovsky receives an honorary degree at the Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem in 1982, one of many honorary degrees and awards.

Henry and Nitza, with their children, and with grandchildren Benjamin and Sarah, 
broke ground for Harvard Hillel’s Rosovsky Hall in 1993. Rabbi Ben-Zion Gold, director of 
Harvard Hillel from 1958 to 1990, had worked hard to persuade Rosovsky that a central 
place on the campus would enable Harvard Hillel to become a major institution in the 
life of the University. “He turned out to be absolutely right,” Rosovsky later observed.

Rosovsky at a Harvard Commencement with President Neil Rudenstine 
and Hannah Gray, a former Yale president and fellow former refugee. 
Rosovsky served as a member of Harvard’s Corporation from 1985 to 1997.

Rosovsky with daughter Leah ’78, who became 
Harvard’s Vice President for Strategy and Programs 
under President Drew Gilpin Faust in 2013 and a Dean’s 
Administrative Fellow at Harvard Business School in 2019.

Rosovsky with Harvard Presidents Bok, Rudenstine, and Faust at the 
2017 celebration of Henry’s 90th birthday and Rosovsky Hall’s 25th year. 
President Larry Summers also shared remarks with the gathering by video.
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